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Shɛkii gbadikpaã Ayuban mahɛɛbo 

Nɔgɔñi kee bee yã̃̀a Uzu tɛɛũ, ì to Ayuba. Gbãn yãan, iba tɔɔ zoa. 
Ì Lakii wasaa zo ì kɔ ̃gbìi hozɛzɛzo. Ì nɔgɔñia zo sɔhia, nɛnɛa àa. 
Ì tãana zo dubu sɔhia, kotosaanaazo dubu àa, diinazo dubu doo, 
jɛkiãzo kasɔɔ sɔɔ, mɔɔ ì zɔɔkɛnaa dake gbagba. Ì gbakɛ dà kojila 
usasala kawa. Ì nɔgɔñia ta mabɛna kɛ kɔñ baabaa, àta à dɛɛ̃na be 
shishi à nu à hobee à inabi'i mi'àzo. In à hobèe abe yã̃̀ kɔñ, 
Ayuba ta à shishi ì gbãshĩbo'ɛ ̃̃̀ɛ. Ita kpatɛɛ sasaa sanga tá wàta ì 
ho kaa ce bii ì wã ita kɛ à kojin, ita kɛ: Wàbata dɔã ma nia 
asozɛzɛkɛ ̃̀ à Lakii shambò Lakiizo à zũuũ. Lee Ayuba ta kɛ 
diikɔñ. 

Dii kee laaũ gbadanaa nù à gɔ̃̃̀ɔ Baanaje ɛɛ, mɔɔ Shɛkii bee'àzo. 
Di Baanaje hè Shɛkiin: Mai di n bò? Ì jinshì'in ì kɛ ̃̀: Mabi tabii, 
mabi lokocia duniaũ. Di Baanaje kɛ ̃̀'in: N ma zɔɔkɛda Ayuba 
wàa? Ì miidoo ba bee duniaũa. Gbãn yãan, iba tɔɔ zoa. Ì ma 
wasaa zo ì kɔ ̃ gbìi hozɛzɛzo. Di Shɛkii hè Baanajen: Ayuba n 
wasaa zo togon ya? Mbata oolokoci'iji ì bàzo hoãzo tá ibe zo 
komai? N abaakakàa ì jĩiũ, di ì hoã wàzã tɛɛma. Ǹ oobo ǹ na ì 
hoãma kɔñ ǹ wa, ì leeheamii. Di Baanaje kɛ ̃̀'in: Ma ì hoã nàmii n 
ooũ kɔñ, amaa m̃̀ba oona ì jìimaa. Di Shɛkii bò Baanaje gu. 

Dii kee Ayuba nɔgɔñia ì nɛnɛazo àbi hobeeda, àbi inabi'i mia à 
daji gba bà. Di gbãnkee nù Ayuba gu ì kɛ ̃̀: Dìina bi jeekuuda 
jɛkiã bi shɛɛ̃ soa lɛɛ à sɔ, di Sabiaã sòo'àma à à nàakɔ ̃ kɔñ à 
wèe'àzo, à à hɔñgɔnaa dɛ ̃̀dɛ hɛɛ̃saazo. Maa di bò ma do, ma nù ì 
labaii kpajimii. Ìta yãahe ibe yã̃̀a, di gbãnkee nù ì kɛ ̃̀: Lakii 



  

 
 

shinge sòo n tãa gaanama, à wã̃̀, à hɔñgɔnaa gàga. Maa di bò ma 
do, ma nù ì labaii kpajimii. Ìta yãahe ibe yã̃̀a, di gbãnkee nù ì 
kɛ ̃̀: Kaladiã gbìi kɔj̃i kee àa, à nù à sòo n kotosaanaama, à à 
hɔñgɔnaa dɛ ̃̀dɛ hɛɛ̃saazo. Maa di bò ma do, ma nù ì labaii 
kpajimii. Ìta yãahe ibe yã̃̀a, di gbãnkee nù ì kɛ ̃̀: N nɔgɔñia n 
nɛnɛazo àbi hobeeda, àbi inabi'i mia à daji gba bà, di ututu 
gbada tàta ì bò gumasamaũ, ì shì à ke gutũ shiima, di ì sòo ì kàa 
nia bema, à gàga. Maa di bò ma do, ma nù ì labaii kpajimii. 

Ayuba kpàtɛɛ ì ì tɔgɔ gàa ibe kàsoso, ì ì mii bò. Di ì ìntɛɛ ì 
gbɛɛma ì ɛɛzɔ̃̃̀ Lakiin ì kɛ ̃̀: 

Ma bò ma dɔ ̃gbɛ ̃̀ɛũ oogegee, 
mɔɔ má sɔdia mà wee oogegee. 
Baanaje kpàmama, di ì ladì ibe shìmama, 
ma saabukpà Baanajezo. 

Hokĩnkɔñ bii Ayuba tà asozɛzɛkɛa, ìta Lakii tɔɔ taa. 

Shɛkii gbadikpaã Ayuban kù hwaabɔãbo 

Dii kee laaũ gbadanaa be ladì à nù à gɔ̃̃̀ɔ Baanaje ɛɛ mɔɔ Shɛkii 
bee'àzo. Ì gɔ̃̃̀ɔ Baanaje ɛɛ, di Baanaje ì làla ì kɛ ̃̀: Mai di n bò? Ì 
jinshì'in ì kɛ ̃̀: Mabi tabii, mabi lokocia duniaũ. Di Baanaje kɛ ̃̀'in: 
N ma zɔɔkɛda Ayuba wàa? Ì miidoo ba bee duniaũa. Gbãn yãan, 
iba tɔɔ zoa. Ì ma wasaa zo mɔɔ ì kɔ ̃gbìi hozɛzɛzo. Ko tá nn tò 
ma kpɛɛkpà'in, ma basuku kpà'iji togo, ì gã̃̀gã bee tɔɔbãanaje ha 
tandi. Di Shɛkii kɛ ̃̀'in: Kɛmɛɛ, má kɛamii. Ho tá gbãn zo kɔñ ì 
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kpaa ì sheekũa yãaji. Oobo ǹ na ì jìima ǹ wa. Ì leeheamii. Di 
Baanaje kɛ ̃̀'in: Ma ì nàmii n ooũ, amaa m̃̀ba ì dɛa. 

Shɛkii bò Baanaje gu, di ì boo gba zɛzɛ ji ̃̃̀ Ayubama tun ì 
gɛɛ̃taboma ha ì miima. Di Ayuba gbalaga shì ì wèe ì zùtɛɛ 
gushɛɛ̃ma, ibi ì ginde kɔɔkɔɔdazo. Ì nɛ kɛ ̃̀'in: Ń gãgãa bee 
tɔɔbãanaje ha tandia? Leehe Lakiin, ǹ ga. Di ì kɛ ̃̀'in: Mbi yãahea 
doo nɛnɛni totozo. Hoyãa wá taa Lakiima, wába hozɛzɛ taa 
mɔɔdaa? Hokĩnkɔñ bii Ayuba tà asozɛzɛkɛ ì yãaheũa. 

Ayuba ijɛã nua ì waji 

Nindeã tá Ayuba kɛ ̃̀ tá ì ijɛã ì labaii mà, à koji bò ì bà à hàkɔ,̃ di 
à wèe zũukũkpaji'in, à jii'ɛ'̃ɛ'̃in. À toãn di: Temani gbãn Ɛlifaza, 
Sua gbãn Bilidada, Naama gbãn Zofaazo. Tá à ì wà tun sa, àta ì 
dɔ̃̃̀ mɔɔda, di à ò, koji ì tɔgɔ gàa ì kàsoso, di à ciãa kàshi abe hɛ ̃̃̀ 
laaũ à miima. Di à zùtɛɛ'izo tɛɛ dii sɔhia usɔɔ̃bii gũmɔzo. À 
gbãnkan tà hokan hè'inda, dun abe wà lata ì nindekɛã kɛ ̃̀ gba 
gbagba. 

Ayuba hɛɛboã ì ɛãdiin 

Bee kpɛɛ Ayuba yãashì ì hɛɛbò ì ɛãdiin ì kɛ ̃̀: 

To ma ɛãdii basukukɛ 
gũmɔ be tá wà kɛ ̃̀ wà ma ɛ ̃̃̀. 
To dii be ladi gushi. 
Beena laaũ Lakii ba ì yãadaa, 
iba to guhukɛmaa. 



  

 
 

To gushikɛ dii bema pitipiti, 
to gigije shi kutɛɛma, 
to gushi icĩi tatama. 
Gũmɔ be kĩn, ì shikɛ gbagba, 
wàba gã yɛɛ̃ diinaũ mɔɔda, 
wàba gɔ ̃mɔɔ diinaũa. 
To gũmɔ be gɔ ̃nɛda, 
ĩihɛ ̃bagɔ ̃bee dii bea. 
Hozɛzɛgãnaa tá àta to usɔɔ̃ lagoa 
à leehe dii ben. 
To ì gudɔ sɔɔnia shikɛ, 
wà gudɔ dãa togo, gu ba dɔaa. 
Dun dii be tà ma dɔ ̃ni'ɛg̃bɛɛ zɛɛ tàtamamaa, 
ibe tò ma wieshikɛ ̃̀ nindema. 
 
Budikpaaji wàta ma ɛ ̃gèeda? 
Budikpaaji matà bo gbɛ ̃̀ɛũ ma wèe tanditandia? 
Budikpaaji wà ma jè gɛɛ̃ma? 
Budikpaaji wà yɔ̃̃́ɔ kpàmama maa mì? 
In ma gà yã̃̀a, dà ma bee kitikiti, 
dà ma ii'ò ma ùsã 
kiinazo dunia leedanaazo 
tá à baa gbagbaana bòbo à ginden, 
kiina tá à jinali hàkɔ ̃à ginden, 
à azuhwa kàa à à keã hwàzo. 
Ì yãazo yã̃̀a wà ma dà gu'ɛɛn doo ãmakomazo, 
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doo nizo tá nù gèe, ìta dunia wàa. 
Gube hozɛzɛkɛnaa ta à lito to, 
gbadabãanaa ta usã. 
Jɛɛ̃zɔɔna ta usã ta gube, 
àbata à wiecɛm̃ɔnaa leeũ ma mɔɔda. 
Gbadanaa gbadabãanaazo bee gube kɔñ, 
zɔ̃̀ɔ ba bee ì baanaje bon gube mɔɔda. 
 
Budikpaaji Lakii ta guhukɛ nindekɛnaan 
gbãiazo tá à zũushikɛ ̃̀? 
Àta gudɛ ga nu à shiji, ibata nua, 
àta gudɛ ì dà lata wàta ooho gudɛla. 
In à gã̃̀ tɛɛ̃n, à zũu ta kɛ yãazo, 
à gbɛɛ ta yáa gbagba. 
Maakĩn gbãn tá tà dɔ ̃gu tá ì beeda, 
Lakii danga lòkocimaji komai. 
Wɛã laaũlaaũ di ma mabɛna, 
ma ɛɛ̃daã ta butɛɛ ma leeũ doo izo. 
Yã̃́a tá maa ì wasaa zo di ma tà, 
yã̃́a tá ma kaka gèji di ìntɛɛmama. 
Mába bee lahiaa, mába bee kitikitia. 
Mába usã zãia, zũulugbe di gã̃̀mɛɛ. 

Gbace bee nindekɛãu 

Gbace ta bo nɛnɛni gu, 



  

 
 

ì bɛtɛkɛ kutu, iba bee yãakate zoa. 
Ita lago doo buuzo, ita gegeekɛ, 
ita gãgã doo oonizo, ibata diihwaakɛa. 
Gbãn bee ii ń wiegãa'ima 
dun ǹ kiiwɛɛkɛ'izoa? 
Gbãn gbãshĩ ba zãia 
ì ni gbãshĩ bãanaje ɛã, ko doo. 
N gbace dii jè'in, 
ì mɔɔ dake leekpɛɛ n yãan, 
n ì yɛɛ̃ leekpɛɛ dà'in, iba zãia ì heelaa. 
Wie go'ima ǹ ì to gube, 
ha ì dii hwa doo gaa'aikikɛdazo. 

Ko ago ta zũugã, 
dun in wà zɛ ̃̃̀ɛ, ita ladi ì hwata, 
ì hwata dɛɛ be bata sooda. 
Ko in ì kaashe kpasakɛ ̃̀ tɛɛũ, 
mɔɔ ì kutu gà tɛɛ̃ũ, 
in ì i wusamà, ì boa, 
ì bãakɛã doo agozo tá wà kìhe. 
In gbãn gà kĩn, ita intɛɛ nɔ̃̀nɔ, 
ita gãgã, iba bee mɔɔda. 
Lata i jeã ta yã, 
mɔɔ soo'i ta labo ì gãgã, 
lee gbace ta intɛɛ, ibata kpatɛɛ mɔɔda. 
In laaũ bee, iba kpatɛɛda, 
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iba kpatɛɛda ii bezoa. 
Ḿba ma dudua lahirabaa? 
Ḿba ootataamala ha n hũnga wèe'mmaa? 
Ǹ dii jemɛɛ gube, ǹ bobo ma yãazo. 

In gbãn gà, ì ladia igɔ ̃beea? 
In leen, ma zũu gãa ma kpatɛɛji 
ma dɛɛ̃boũ diikɔñ. 
Ń leezuamaji, má jinshiamii, 
ń dangakɛa n shɛɛboãji tà nn kɛ ̃̀. 
Tandi mbi wiehwaa ma hokɛãji, 
dii bee ḿba ma asozɛzɛ yãadaa mɔɔda. 
Ń ma tɔɔna kaada bandaũ, 
ń tataa ma hozɛzɛkɛã bema. 

Lata kasa ta paya ìta waa, 
mɔɔ gbɛɛ ta bĩbĩ ì gu, 
lata soo'i ta gbɛɛ kɛ mulumulu, 
mɔɔ i ta tɛɛ shi ì weezo, 
lee nta to zũugã gbace mɛ. 
Nta nindekpa'àma, di ita kɛ bãa, ibata shi mɔɔda, 
nta to ì dunia to, ì jìi ta sɔdi. 
In ì nia gɔ̃̃̀ gbãn daajanaa, iba maada, 
in gbãn togoãn kĩn, iba dɔãa. 
Ì wãamaa ì do, 
ì oã ì ginde. 



  

 
 

 

Ma sheekũda nua kpɛɛzo 

Di Ayuba jinshì'in ì kɛ ̃̀: 
Ha dii gũngbee á nindekpaamama 
à ma zũu wiimɛɛ? 
A ma sɔ̃̃̀sɔ ̃ì bòo wokoi tandi, 
ata ma nindekpa, ũ bata a kũa. 
In ma sã̃̀ inte, 
ma tɔɔ ma ginde yãan. 
In a gã̃̀gã ábi a ginde yãabo ì dàmala, 
mɔɔ ábi ma asozɛzɛ gãamɛɛ ma ooũ, 
à dɔ ̃Lakii di ma yã̃́a leekutɛɛkɛ ̃̀, 
ì kushe kpàmɛɛ ì ma kũ̃̀. 
Mata ma ninde o, gbãnkan bata jinshimɛɛda, 
mata ooda o'o, yãazɛɛnaje ba beeda. 
Lakii zɛɛ lɛ ̃̀mɛɛ, gãgãgu ba beeda, 
ì gushi dà ma zɛɛla. 
Ì ma shambò, 
ì ma fula gò. 
Ita ma dɛtɛɛ komai ha ma yã̃̀, 
ibe tò zũugã ma mɛ ̃̀ doo agozo tá wàa bùtɛɛ. 
Ita ì hũnga mɔmɛɛ, 
ì ma wà doo ì gaajeã dooni. 
Ì jɛɛ̃kɛnaa ta zɔm̃aji lɛdolɛ, 
àta lokocimaji, àta gaa kpãkpã ma keji. 
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Ibe tò ma gbãia bata hakɔm̃azo mɔɔda, 
gbãia tá ma à dɔ̃̃̀ à ma zùga. 
Ma ɛm̃bũa gandɛdɛ ̃̀mama, 
ma ijɛã sã̃̀sã ma yãazo. 
Ma gɔ̃̃̀ nuba ma bà jĩikɛnaan, 
ma gɔ̃̃̀'ɛ ̃̃̀ɛ doo boii keezo. 
In ma ma bà gbãnkpasa shìshi, ibata jinshimɛɛ mɔɔda, 
ko ma ì zɛ ̃̀ɛ, ibata miiladimamaa. 
Ma wɛ ta kɛ ma nɛn wusa zɛzɛ, 
ma dajiã ma dakoãzo àba yaamaji mɔɔda. 
Ko jingeã ta ma hɛɛbo, 
in mabi nua, àta kpɛɛsɔdimɛɛ. 
Ma ijɛã ba yaa ma wusayãajia, 
ma gbãn yaanaa bò ma kpɛɛ. 
Ma gɔ̃̃̀ wɛɛna, ma i yã̃̀, 
ì gɔ̃̃̀ mɔkɔ ̃mà ga. 
 
À ma wiewa ma ijɛã, 
à ma wiewa, dun Lakii ootɔ̃̃̀mama. 
Budikpaaji ata kpatɛɛmazo doo Lakiizo? 
Abata zɛ ̃ma nindekpaãzoa. 
Maa yaaji wà ma yãana kɛ,̃ 
maa yaaji wà da lalahuũ. 
Wà wãsãa kɛ gbɛɛma guzumbozo, 
wà dalama kaaũ dun igɔ ̃bee kobusa. 



  

 
 

Maakĩn, maa dɔ̃̃̀ ma sheekũda bee, 
ì kpatɛɛda ì gɔɔ̃da tɛɛma kpɛɛzo. 
Ma sɔɔ gii boã kpɛɛ, 
má Lakii waa wiedawie jìizo. 
Má wieshikɛa'izo ma ginde, 
ma ginde wien, ba gbãnkee wiezoa. 
Mabi zũugãa'iji. 
A kɛ ̃̀ la di á kɛa à hakɔm̃aji, 
dun à yã̃́a be shãshã ma ma leeũ. 
À hɛɛ̃saa wasaama. 
Lakii hũngazo hozɛzɛkɛnaama, 
á dɔã kiiwɛɛkɛ bi a dãa. 

Ayuba gɔɔ̃na ì tɔɔbãakɛzo 

Ma jè ma wien 
iba wobutɛɛtɛɛda nuheãjia. 
Lakii beena laaũ, gbiina kpashe wàta ta'ima? 
Laada kpashe Gbãngba ta kɛ'ɛ ̃̃̀ɛ? 
Miiladibãanaje bata ninde taa? 
Bala'i bata hozɛzɛkɛda taa? 
Lakii bai ma hokɛã waada? 
Iba ma gɛɛ̃jeã leekpɛɛ dɔã? 

Mata ta zũuhwaazoa? 
Ma gɛɛ̃ hidahida shɛɛ̃beezoa? 
Lakii, ǹ ma gbadikpa ì zɛɛma ǹ ma wa, 
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in maa tɔɔbãanajen. 
In ma kàta zɛɛma, 
in hoã tá ma wie bi waa mabi dangakɛji, 
ko in ma oo bee hozɛzɛ keeũ, 
ǹ to gbãnkãa ma hoã bee tá maa tɔ̃̃̀, 
hoã tá maa zùzu à butɛɛtɛɛ. 

In ma nɛnɛni dangakɛ ̃̀ ma zũuũ, 
in ma kpàkpa ma zutɛɛje kpalɛji ì nɛ yãaji, 
ǹ to gbãnkãa gɛɛ̃je ma nɛma, 
ǹ to ì mabɛna kɛ gbãnkeen. 
Dun in ma yã̃́a be kɛ ̃̀, hali zɛzɛn, 
asozɛzɛ tá bòo wà ì kiiwɛɛkɛ. 
Yã̃́a be ce basukubon, 
dà yã̃̀a ì kũ̃̀ ma jee hoãma, ì ma hoã bùtɛɛtɛɛ. 

In ma nɔgɔñi ko nɛnɛni jĩikɛda yã̃́a zomazo, 
in matà yãakpãkpã ì zɛɛmaa, 
la di má kɛa, in Lakii kpàtɛɛmazo yã̃́a be yãaji? 
In ì nù ma gu, la di maa hea'in? 
Lakii tá ma kɛ ̃̀ ni'ɛg̃bɛɛũ di ĩa kɛ ̃̀ kĩndaa? 
Baa Lakii doo be di wa koji kɛ ̃̀ ì dɔ ̃gbɛɛũaa? 

Ho tá nindenaje bi dangakɛaji, in ma gè kpaji'ima, 
ko ma gè nɛsɔkɔ zutɛɛje wiewaji, 
ko ma hobèe ma ma hè hĩigè, 
ko matà kpa dɔb̃ãanajemaa, too! 



  

 
 

Aa'a! Tun ma jingekɛdii maa dɔb̃ãanaa ijɛn. 
Tun dii tá ma bò ma dɔ ̃ni'ɛg̃bɛɛũ 
maa nɛsɔkɔã oodanajen. 
In ma gbãnkee wà, ibi ãiamaa, 
ko ma nindenaje wà, iba bashe zo ì tata'imaa, 
ko matà ma tãana kaka tuhwaana tàta'imaa 
dun ì jìi hidakɛ sa'ai ì abaakakaadamɛɛ, 
in ma gbadamɔ̃̀ dɔb̃ãanajen, 
dun maa dɔ̃̃̀ wà gɔɔ̃damazo yãaji, 
Lakii to ma ɛ ̃̃́ɛ go ì dɛtɛɛ, 
ma oo kata ì jegu. 
Ma Lakii wiecɛk̃ɛ wasaa zo, 
ì gbagbakɛ yãaji mába zãia mà yã̃́a bee ii kɛa. 

In jinali ma gɔ̃̃̀ɔma, 
in ma kɛ ̃̀ jinali yãa mabi ì amincikɛa, 
in ma ooho gba ma zũugã̃̀ma, 
kawee be tá gã̃̀ ma ooũ, 
in usɔɔ̃ ceshiã ma wiehwàma, 
ko mɔɔ taa laaũ ì yãakɛzo, 
di à yã̃́a bee ma zũu beeda busãbusã, 
in ma leekpà ma ooma ma hookpàzo'àma, 
adiina asozɛzɛãn tá bòo wà ì kiiwɛɛkɛ, 
idia zũuhwaakɛã Lakii Laaũnajen. 

Matà zũuhukɛ ma gaabaje bala'i taa yãajia, 
matà ì yáa dun yã̃́a ì tà yãajia. 



     
 

14 

Matà asozɛzɛkɛ ma leehè'inda. 
Ji di ìntɛɛmama, ìta sɔɔ̃ so ì kã̃̀a? 
Ma baa gbãia ma sheedanaan. 
Ma baa zɛɛ lagoã nubaãn, 
mabata shi gãgãzɛɛla ì guhua. 
Ma lala kàa ma tɔɔnala lata Adamu kɛ ̃̀a? 
Ma ma asozɛzɛ dùdua? 
Ma dake wasaamà, di mába zãia mà yãaheaa? 
Matà ge boji keũ ma hɛɛbo yãajia. 

Ee! Ji di ma yã̃́a dii mamɛɛ? 
Ma gɔ̃̃̀ɔzo. Gbãngba yã̃́a be jinshimɛɛ tandi. 
Lakii tá yã̃́a zomazo ì kɛ ̃lalahuũ. 
Má lala be daa ma ɛɛ̃ma, 
má gãa fula, 
má wadazo'ima mà yãaladi'in kɔñ tá maa kɛ ̃̀, 
má zɔã'iji doo kiizo. 

In ma jee bi oa ma yãaji, 
in ì kã̃́ana bi jĩndaa ma yãaji, 
in mata jee be hindeboa mɔɔ ma ì mabɛna bèe, 
ko gbãia tá zo yã̃̀a ma à dɛ ̃̀dɛ, 
Lakii to bàa butɛɛ mashe gɛɛ̃, 
gãashɛɛ̃ kĩn alkama madɛdi. 

Idia Ayuba yã̃́a leekpɛɛn. 

 



  

 
 

Baanaje jinshiã Ayuban 

Di Baanaje jinshì Ayuban lakiishiãu ì kɛ ̃̀: 

Ji di bi sese wiida 
yã̃́a togo hezo? 
Ǹ shiikɛ doo nɔgɔñi gbadazo, 
má n lalaa yãaji, ń jinshiamɛɛ. 

Lakii di dunia kɛ ̀

Tá ma dunia jè, n bee mai? 
In n ì dɔã zo, hemɛɛ. 
Ji di ì leekpɛɛ jè? 
Ji di bɛɛ gbadikpàma? Nn dɔ̃̃̀a? 
Wà ì gɛɛ̃na kìhe buma? 
Ji di ì kpii hwaashì, 
dii tá gudɔ sɔɔnia bi ĩihɛã, 
mɔɔ laaũ gbadanaa bi zũuhu'oa kɔñ? 
Tá teku bò ì dɔ ̃gbɛ ̃̀ɛũ, 
ji di danga lòkociji dun ì ì kũ? 
Ma gigijeã gã̃̀n tuhwaana, 
ma suka hi ̃̃̀ma tɔgɔ. 
Ma ì gɔɔ̃gu leekpɛɛ dàn, 
ma kpalɛ tàtan ma tataboni dàn. 
Ma kɛ ̃̀'in: Ǹ nu guii, m̃̀ba heelaa, 
n itanga gbagbaana gɔɔ̃da guii. 
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N saazo gbà zɛɛ yã̃̀aa? 
N bogu mɔ̃̀ gudɔn ya? 
Gudɔ ta dunia kũ ì gutũ shiima, 
ita hozɛzɛkɛnaa pakada. 
Ita dunia ladi doo taazo tá wà sheedakɛ ̃̀ma, 
kasaã ta bo guhuũ doo tɔgɔ shimashishizo. 
Ita ge hozɛzɛkɛnaan à à gushi yã̃́a kɛ, 
à oo tá à lakpàtɛɛ gbadazo ita ɛɛ. 

N wèe ha teku isɔɔ̃na gua? 
N tà i dà be gbɛɛũ yã̃̀aa? 
Wà ga kpalɛã mɔ̃̀miia? 
N lahira bikaleena wàa? 
N dunia lagoã leekpɛɛ dɔ̃̃̀a? 
In n yã̃́a be dɔ̃̃̀ kɔñ, ǹ hemɛɛ. 

Guhu baa mai? 
N gushi gu dɔ̃̃̀a? 
Ń zãia ǹ wada'àzo à tɛɛũa? 
N à bà zɛɛ dɔ̃̃̀a? 
Nn dɔ̃̃̀, dun wà n ɛ ̃̃̀ dii bee ko ba leenda? 
N yɛɛ̃ ba leekpɛɛ zoa ko ba leenda? 

N gã̃̀ gbadeeũ tá ma gu'ãia kàaũa? 
N ma laagbɛɛ dɔ̃̃̀ɔ wàa? 
Mata kũ nindekɛdii bon, 
mata zuga jɛɛ̃kɛdii. 



  

 
 

Zɛɛ tá guhu ta bo ì wazã bee mai? 
Mai ututu ta bo ì bũ tɛɛma? 
Ji di ta laa gbada da zɛɛma? 
Ji di ta zɛɛ bo Lakii ceshia? 
Ita to laabã tɛɛma tá gbãnkan ba beeda, 
baa latɛɛkokoũ gu tá gbace ba beeda. 
Ita kango sagaazo gba ãia, 
ita to shɛɛ̃ butɛɛ gube. 
Laa je zoa? 
Ji suka je tá ta kpa? 
Ji ni'ɛg̃bɛɛ laagbɛɛ ta boũ? 
Ji di ta hii ɛ,̃ ita kpa? 
Ji di ta to i icĩikɛ doo gbɛɛzo 
ì to teku mii gbadakũ? 

Sɔɔnia tá hàkɔ,̃ ń zãia ǹ wazãa? 
Ń zãia ǹ Sɔɔni'aa gbii kɔj̃ia? 
Ń zãia ǹ Gãnzaki lakpatɛɛ ì lokacimaa? 
Ń zãia ǹ bo sɔɔni kokoodɔ ̃ì niazoa? 
N laaũ hoã ikoyãa dɔ̃̃̀a? 
Ń zãia ǹ à kpa kiikɛũ tɛɛmaa? 
Ń zãia ǹ leezu laaji ì shikɛ 
ì bãa gbada ì n tua? 
Nta Lakii ceshia zuga ì da zɛɛũa? 
Àta nu à hemii à yã̃̀a? 
Ji di sese dà buan? 
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Ji di dɔã kpà kokoosaama? 
Ji sese di bòo ì gigijeã gɔ?̃ 
Ji di ì zãia ì laaũ taana kɔndɔ? 
In ì i bùtɛɛ, tɛɛ gegee ta gɔ ̃mɔgɔ, 
tɛɛcɛ ̃ta nana kɔm̃a. 

Lakii di sɔɔ̃na kɛ ̀

Dii tá shimɔa natɛɛde à gu'ɛɛũ, 
ko àbi sɔɔ̃ dãa agobaaũ, 
miiakĩn nta tobekɛ'in? 
Miiakĩn nta to à nia kãa? 
In kɔkɔnda nia bi lokocia, 
àbi leezuamaji mabɛna gandɛdɛ yãaji, 
ji di ta mabɛna kpa'àma? 

Gbace bata zãia ì Lakii tɔɔ taa 

Di Baanaje ladì ibe hè Ayuban: 
Maa Gbãngba, 
ń ma tɔɔ taa ǹ ma gba miiladia? 
Lakii tɔɔtada, jinshimɛɛ tandi. 

Di Ayuba jinshì'in ì kɛ ̃̀: 
Mába hokanda, bumi má jinshiamii? 
Sai mà ootata ma leema. 
Ma yãahè kù doo, mába ladia mà he mɔɔda, 
ko máa hè kù hwaa, mába yãahe mɔɔda. 



  

 
 

 
Di Baanaje ladì ì yãahè Ayuban lakiishiãu ì kɛ ̃̀: 
Ǹ shiikɛ doo nɔgɔñi gbadazo, 
má yãalalaamama, ń jinshiamaji. 
Ń lala tataa ma yã̃́a zɛɛnajemaa? 
N yaaji ǹ yã̃́a zɛzɛ kpamama, n yã̃́a bo yãazoa? 
N oo gbada bòomamaa? 
N leeũ zãia ì gu lugbegbe doo mazoa? 
Gbagbakɛ kiikɛzo gã adohoã, 
daaja kpasakɛzo gã tɔgɔ. 
Ǹ hũngabobo'àma, 
ǹ ututushinaa wa wie zɛzɛzo, ǹ à kaa ũ. 
Ǹ ututushinaa wa wie zɛzɛzo, ǹ à labo, 
ǹ gɛɛ̃tɔt̃ɔ'̃àma gu tá à bee, 
ǹ à kaa tɛɛ̃ũ kɔñ, 
ǹ kegushinia be kaa lahiraũ, 
sa'ai má n saabukpaa, 
dun n zãia n jɛɛ̃bèe n ookpitezo. 

Ayuba ɛɛzɔã Lakiin 

Di Ayuba hè Baanajen ì kɛ ̃̀: 
Maa dɔ̃̃̀ tá ń zãia ǹ hokĩnkɔñ kɛ, 
mbata gandɛdɛ yãama tá mbi gudɛa. 
N kɛ ̃̀ ji di bi sese lɛa dɔã bãa? 
Inte, yã̃́a tá matà ma'ana dɔã maa hè, 
dabudabu yã̃́a tá dà ma dɔãla. 
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N kɛ ̃̀ mà tɔl̃alɛ, ń yãahea, 
ń yãalalaa, má jinshiamii. 
Ma n yã̃́a mà tɔl̃azo yã̃̀a, 
tandi ma wieshikɛ ̃̀'nzo. 
Ĩadikpaaji ma ma ginde hɛɛbò, 
ma zũusɔdì zutɛɛde tɛɛũ gushɛɛ̃ma. 

Baanaje ladi abaakakaana Ayuban 

Baanaje yã̃́a be heã kpɛɛ ì yãahè Temani gbãn Ɛlifazan ì kɛ ̃̀: Ma 
hũngà'nzo n gbãn hwaazo, dun ìta ma yã̃́a hè ì zɛɛma doo ma 
zɔɔkɛda Ayubazoa. À diisaa shi sɔhia tãasaa sɔhiazo, à weezo ma 
zɔɔkɛda Ayuba gu, sanga tá wàta ì ho kaa ce bii ì wã à kɛzo, ma 
zɔɔkɛda Ayuba zɛɛda'ɛɛ̃. Má ì zɛɛna shia, mába kɛa'ɛɛ̃ a 
totokɛmaa. Atà ma yã̃́a he ì zɛɛma doo ma zɔɔkɛda Ayubazoa. Di 
Temani gbãn Ɛlifaza Sua gbãn Bilidadazo Naama gbãn Zofaazo à 
wèe à kɛ ̃̀ lata Baanaje hè'ɛ ̃̃̀ɛ, di Baanaje Ayuba zɛɛna shì. 

Ayuba zɛɛna ì ijɛãn kpɛɛ Baanaje tò ì shì ì gbagbakɛ yã̃̀aboũ. Ho 
tá ibe zo yã̃̀a à ladì à làha'in kù hwaa. Ì dajiã ì dakoãzo à nù ì gu 
kɔñ ì gbãn dɔãnaazo kɔñ. À hobèe'izo ì bà, à ì tosaimà, à ì 
zũu'ɛ ̃̃̀'ɛ'̃in ninde tá Baanaje mɔ̃̀'in kɔñ yãaji. Di à koji ì ì gbà 
azuhwa jinali oocĩihozo doodoo. 

Baanaje abaakakàa Ayuban kpɛɛzo ì dà yã̃̀ala. Ì tãana zo dubu 
wokoi woshiizo, kotosaanaazo dubu sɔbodoo, diinazo dubu 
hwaa jɛkiãzo dubu doo. Ì nɔgɔñi ɛ ̃̃̀ sɔhia nɛnɛazo àa mɔɔ. Ì nɛnɛ 
mahɛɛbo to Yemima, ì hwaabɔãbo to Kɛzia, ì aabɔãbo to Kɛlɛn 



  

 
 

Hapu. Tɛɛ beũ kɔñ nɛnɛni kee ba bee ì yãakɛ bòo Ayuba nɛnɛa 
bemaa. À je à gaado jè'ɛ ̃̃̀ɛ à dajiã dakoãzo. Ayuba nindekɛã kpɛɛ 
ì yɛɛ̃ kɛ ̃̀ kasɔɔ nizo kahwaa, ì wieshikɛ ̃̀ ì cĩiniazo ì tɔl̃akũnaazo ì 
kpaasosɔsɔkpanaazo. Ì kpasakɛ ̃̀ putuputu, di ì gà. 


